10 TENNESSEE REGISTER

AUGUST 9, 2019

ACE Welcome Grants enable new students to experience Catholic schools

THERESA LAURENCE

t. Edward Church parishioner
Marina Ramos attended Catholic

schools as a child, and wanted the
same for her two children, but always
felt that the tuition made it beyond her
family’s reach.

That has changed now, thanks to the
Diocese of Nashville’'s Advancement of
Catholic Education Welcome Grants.

Ramos’ two children, a seventh and a
fifth grader, will be able to attend Cath-
olic school this year for half the cost.
Her son, who is an altar server at St.

Edward, and her daughter, “are super ok

excited about going to the school,”
Ramos said.

The Ramos children are among 56
new students able to attend Catho-
lic schools in the diocese this year
through the new ACE Welcome Grant
program as the start of the school year
on Aug. 12 approaches. The grants
offer a 50 percent reduction in tuition
for a student’s first year attending Cath-
olic school, and a 25 percent reduction
their second year. The students must
be new to Catholic schools, entering
pre-K through seventh grade and at-
tend one of four under-enrolled schools
accepting the grants: St. Edward, St.
Ann, St. John Vianney, or St. Pius X.

In addition to the Ramos children, St.
Edward is welcoming 16 more new stu-
dents to the school this year through
the ACE grant program.
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St. Edward School teachers spent the first week of August preparing for their
students to return to school on Aug. 12. St. Edward is one of four schools in

the Diocese of Nashville that will get a boost in enrollment this year thanks
to the Advancement of Catholic Education Welcome Grants.

“We’re thrilled with the support from
the diocese,” said principal Dr. Marsha
Wharton. “This is a great opportunity
for families that want to pursue Catho-
lic education and a great opportunity
for St. Edward.”

Enrollment at St. Edward is now up
to 230 students in pre-K through eighth

grade, and the Welcome Grants enable
the school to fill open spots at a variety

PROSPECTIVE PARENT
LUNCH & TOUR

AUGUST 28, 2019
OCTOBER 2, 2019
NOVEMBER 13, 2019
10:45 A M.
PLEASE RSVP TO
PAMELA WAGENKA AT

PAMELAWAGENKAP2HS.ORG

of grade levels without the need for
additional staff. “We're over 85 percent
full now,” said Wharton, thanks in part
to the new grant program.

Shortly after the ACE Welcome Grant
program was announced last spring,
more than 100 applications were sub-
mitted for an initial 30 grants offered at
three schools. Due to the demand, and
additional funds offered through the
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Bishop's Annual Appeal for Ministries,
a fourth school was added, and the
grants expanded at each school.

The program was open to all families
on a first-come, first-serve basis and not
based on financial need. The robust re-
sponse to the grant program “tells me
that people want to come to Catholic
schools who possibly can't afford it,”
said Rebecca Hammel, superintendent
of schools for the Diocese of Nashville.

Similar grant programs have been
successful in other dioceses, Hammel
said. “When schools increase enroll-
ment, tuition revenues rise and the total
costs to operate schools are positively
impacted,” she said when the grant pro-
gram was first announced. “The benefit
to all families in these schools is that
increased enrollment helps keep tuition

lower for evervone.”
While the ACE Welcome Grants are

designed to bring new students into
certain under-enrolled Catholic schools
in the diocese, ACE, with a $3.5 million
endowiment, also supports tuition assis-
tance at all 19 schools in the diocese.
The ACE Welcome Grants are poised
to make a big difference at one of the
diocese’s smallest schools, St. John
Vianney in Gallatin, which has only
about 60 students in pre-K through
eighth grade. Principal Frank Cronin,
starting his second year at the helm of
the school, praised the grant program
for enabling families to access Catholic
Continued on next page
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Donor offers major matching grant

opportunity for ACE fundraiser

THERESA LAURENCE

e Advancement of Catholic
Education’s biggest fundraiser

of the year will be held Tuesday,
Sept. 17 at 5:30 p.m. at Cathedral of
the Incarnation’s Fleming Center. The
annual event raises money for tuition
assistance at the Diocese of Nashville's
19 Catholic schools.

This year, ACE has received an
unprecedented matching grant op-
portunity. An anonymous donor has
offered to match, dollar for dollar, up
to $500,000 raised at this year’s event.
“This is an incredible opportunity,” said
Ashley Linville, director of develop-
ment for the Diocese of Nashville.

It’s also an opportunity to enthusiasti-
cally respond to Bishop J. Mark Spald-
ing’s challenge from last year's ACE
event: to grow the ACE endowment
tenfold, from $3 million to $30 million
over the next five years.

“We're starting to really plan ways
to move forward and meet that chal-
lenge,” Linville said. “There’s a lot
of people in the community who are
ready to help,” he added. “It’s an excit-
ing time in Nashville's economy and it
lends itself to meet that goal.”

As the ACE endowment fund grows,
more families who want to attend Cath-
olic schools can do so.

“ACE is definitely an area where we
want to grow,” said Linville. The more
tuition assistance the diocese is able to
offer, “the more people have the option
to choose Catholic schools,” he said. “We
know tuition can be a deciding factor.”

The Diocese of Nashville is looking
to reverse local (and national) trends of
falling Catholic school enrollment.

Advancement of Catholic Education

“We want to have all of our schools
100 percent enrolled,” Linville said.

For the first time this year, the
diocese is offering ACE Welcoming
Grants to new students attending cer-
tain under-enrolled Catholic schools
(see story on previous page). ACE
also funds general need-based tuition
assistance across its 19 schools. The
Advancement of Catholic Education,
(formerly known as the Endowment for
the Advancement of Catholic Schools)
was created in 1992 and is committed
to supporting the mission of Catholic
education by helping to meet the grow-
ing financial needs of parochial schools.

“There are so many benefits to Catho-
lic schools,” said Linville, a former pub-
lic and private school educator. “It’s a
loving, safe environment you don’t get
with other schools.”

Sponsorships for this year’s “Celebra-
tion of Catholic Education” fundrais-
ing event are available from 51,000 to
$10,000 and individual tickets are avail-
able for S100 each.

For more information go to www.
dioceseofnashville.com/ace. You may
also contact Linville at: ashley.linville@
dioceseofnashville.com, 615-645-9768,
or Anna Beth Godfrey at annabeth.
godfrey@dioceseofnashville.com, 615
645-9769. 9
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education and “a richly Catholic envi-
ronment, and not have to mortgage
their life to do it.”

St. John Vianney Parish, which has a
strong culture of Catholic homeschool-
ing, is fertile ground to support Catho-
lic education, but tuition remains a chal-
lenge for large families, Cronin said.
Thanks to the ACE Welcome Grants,
new families, including one family with
five homeschooled children, will be
attending the school. “This could be a
watershed over time if the diocese con-
tinues this,” he said.

Cronin hopes that once families
experience the “really good, rigorous
education and encouraging, supportive
culture” of St. John Vianney School,
they will choose to continue there,
even after the Welcome Grant money
expires for them.

Cronin is still working to build up a
critical mass of students to be able to
offer more opportunities and tuition
assistance to families across the board.
Operating such a small school is “still
a walk of faith,” he said. Art and music
classes are limited, and extracurricular
enrichment activities depend on parent
volunteers.

The Welcome Grants are “a great

blessing” for St. John Vianney, as they
will help boost enrollment by 11 stu-
dents this year, Cronin said. The next
challenge will be “sustaining new stu-
dents over time.”

St. Pius X Classical Academy in Nash-
ville will welcome 15 new students
thanks to the Welcome Grant program,
and St. Ann School in Nashville, which
was the fourth school added to the pro-
gram, will be adding 12 new students
this year. “We have two years to really
make sure they feel at home and this is
their place to be,” said Anna Rumfola,
principal of St. Ann School.

All of the families receiving the grants
at St. Ann had previously expressed in-
terest in the school, and affordability was
the last obstacle to coming to St. Ann for
some of the families, Rumfola said.

St. Ann, a pre-K through eighth grade
school, will start the school year with
130 students, “which was our goal,”
Rumfola said. “Our new goal is 135,”
but the school’s capacity is closer to
200 students, she said.

“The job has just started for us,” she
said. “Getting them in with the grant
I'm sure was the easiest part.” Next is
to make sure they have that welcom-
ing feeling and the families want to
keep their child at the school until they
graduate. ¥
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